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Principal’s Message 
I’d like to, if I may, touch on the issue of the School Climate Change Rally of late last year. In any action, 
political or otherwise, it is a groundswell of numbers that sees attention being turned to the issue at hand. 
Young people need to be upset, and young people need to be heard around climate change and 
irresponsible energy use and all of the issues that will affect them as their young lives unfold. I believe that 
young people have an absolute right to be angry about the way we have treated our use of water, of coal 
based energy, of the manufacture of plastics and the fact that we have no idea of the impact of those 
plastics on the environment long term. Even the way we produce the food we feed our babies and young 
people, and indeed ourselves as a society is questionable, with no accurate knowledge around the long 
term effects of eating mass produced feedlot meat where antibiotics may be commonplace, or ingesting 
the manifesto of herbicides and insecticides that are used in the production of our crops of grain and basic 
foodstuffs.  But here’s the kicker; if young people continue the pattern of rallying on days when they are 
supposed to be at school, they arm their antagonists with a tool to deflect the attention away from the 
reasons they are taking action. If young people decide to rally on days when they are not expected to be at 
school the antagonists are disarmed and can only stand by and watch as young people take to the streets. 
I also believe rally numbers would swell significantly because the adults around them could and would join 
them in rallying about their/our concern if such a rally was held on the weekend. Additionally, students 
whose families won’t agree to them rallying rather than studying on a school day may well be supportive of 
their young people’s inclusion in a weekend rally. 
 

Clearly I am no longer a young person, however, I believe young people have a massive role in the 
changes that we as the Australian society need to make around our use and management of natural 
resources and in particular the production of our food. My point here is to urge young people and their 
facilitators to organise the rallies on the weekends and school holidays to give yourself the best chance of 
being truly heard, and giving the adults around you the opportunity to stand beside you in a rally. 
Mary-Jane Pell 
Principal 

Reminder - Drop off and pick up at back of school 
Parents who are dropping off or picking up their children before or after school are reminded to do this 
in the areas outside of the bus, taxi, disability parking, and no stopping zones at the front of the school. 
Suggested safe areas are the grassy tree-ed area outside the Ag Shed in Lake Street or near the 
shelter in McKenzie Park in Pitt Street, where there is a footpath to the school.  The other alternative is 
at the back gate of the school on Alexandra Parade. The safety of our students is paramount.  



School Stream App - Please download 
Reminder to our RRHC community that we use the School Stream App. Parents, 
carers and students, please download the app to your mobile device to receive 

Deputy Principal’s News 
Hello RRHC community 
 

It has been a busy week with students being trained in our emergency procedures, as well as behaviour 
expectations and school procedures. We will have drills during the year to train students in what is 
required so that if there is an event they know what to do. Families need to develop a plan for keeping 
your students safe as we all are affected by severe weather events. Ensure that if you are affected by 
flood water, you have a backup plan for keeping everyone safe if home is not an option. RRHC is guided 
by the SES and the bus companies if the weather is severe, information will be provided via radio, the 
RRHC webpage, and social media.  
 

Students have completed sport selections this week. Any students who have not selected a sport have 
been placed in an at school sport. Sports that have an associated cost must be paid for as soon as 
possible. 
 

RRHC’s Swimming Carnival is on Friday 15 February (next week). It is important that students attend as 
it is a great day full of fun and serious competition. Students please support your house groups and 
compete in the range of events on offer. Students must come to school as it is a school day, we will mark 
the rolls here and then we all catch buses to the Lismore Memorial Baths. Students are not permitted to 
walk from the pool and must be collected by a parent or carer. 
 

Our Year 11 and 12 students have been provided with flexible leave forms and other required 
documents. These forms must be returned and students must see the Deputies before this leave is 
granted. This is a requirement and if any student needs to leave during the day a parent or carer must 
collect them from school. 
 

Parents and Carers if you need to collect your child from school please ensure you use the correct 
procedure of contacting the school and not contact the student directly as this direct contact can result in 
difficulty as students are not permitted to use their phone in class.  
 

Congratulations to all our students for a fantastic start to the year. It is great to see nearly every student 
in uniform and students engaged in their learning.  
 

“Success isn't always about greatness. It's about consistency. Consistent hard work leads to success. 
Greatness will come.” - Dwayne Johnson 
 

Luke Woodward 
Deputy Principal 



P & C Meeting  
The first meeting of 2019 will be held on: Monday 11 February at 5.30pm 
Upstairs Common Room. 
P&C Meetings are a great way to stay informed about what is going on at school and have input 
into school priorities.  
If you have any queries or anything you would like to raise with the P&C please email Sonya at  
sonya.danny@bigpond.com 
2019 scheduled meetings: 
Term 1 - 11 February,  11 March + AGM,  8 April   Term 2 - 13 May,  10 June 
Term 3 - 12 August,  9 September     Term 4 - 22 November,  9 December 
All welcome, we look forward to seeing you there. 
Sonya Gibbons 
P&C Secretary 

From the Community Liaison Officer (CLO) 
Importance of Reading is Constant 
Reading is fundamental to our lives. It is the basis of so much of our communication. We read our bills, 
advertising, a price list, our bank statement, our tax return, our emails, our Facebook page and the list 
goes on. It is vital to our students too. They need to read their maths problem, their instruction sheet, their 
test question, the canteen menu, their timetable and many more. To give our students the best possible 
start to their future we want them to be the best readers that they can be. 
Here are a few suggestions on ways you can encourage them to keep up their reading: 
 Spend 10 minutes a week when you all sit and read for 10 minutes then talk about what you have read 
 Talk about what you read in the paper and share your opinion to promote your child's critical thinking 

skills. 
 Buy a copy of a magazine about your child's interest e.g. motor biking, wrestling, sewing. 
 Give reading as a birthday gift e.g. a book or a subscription to a magazine. 
 Share your child's class novel. Read it too so you can discuss it or ask them to retell the story so far 
 Share your dinner time to talk about each other's day. Talking and listening is so closely related to 

reading. 
Attendance 
Students can't learn if they are not at school. It is that simple. Every day missed is a day behind which 
takes an effort to catch up. If a child is already behind then they become even further behind and then they 
are more reluctant to go to school and so it goes. Let's start with the presumption that if it is a school day 
then students go to school. If there is a serious problem then talk to the Year Advisor and see what can be 
worked out. This is your investment in their future. Seek help if you need it. 
Anne Bowden 
Community Liaison Officer (CLO) 

School lockers 
Lockers are available through the Canteen for $40 per year which includes a $10 deposit 
to be refunded on return of the key.   

Year 12 students who want a locker need to pay $30 for this year. 



From the PDHPE Faculty 
It's a fast start to 2019 with plenty of news from the PDHPE Faculty. We would like to welcome Mr Brad 
Clarke to the PDHPE Faculty for 2019.  
 

Year 7 students will have received their notes for Term 1 sport, where they will participate in blocks of 
swimming and at school activities. All students will also be taking home notes detailing information about 
the school swimming, cross country and athletics carnivals.  The Swimming Carnival is our first major event 
and is held Friday the 15th February (Week 3) at the Lismore Memorial Baths. 
 

All of Year 11 will have sat their first class of 'Life Ready'. This is a fortnightly lesson held on Thursday (A) 
and replaces the old 'Crossroads' program. Life Ready is a mandatory course designed to prepare and 
support senior students as they encounter situations related to health and safety in their post school lives. 
 

Students from Years 7-10 and those undertaking electives should have received their timetables identifying 
when their theory and practical lessons are. Students are expected to be prepared for these lessons with 
the correct equipment and attire. Students who are unable to participate in any practical lesson will be 
required to present a signed note from home to their class teacher. 
 

A number of winter sports are beginning to have their junior sign-on days. These will be 
published in the newsletter as the school receives them. Don't forget to visit the link below 
to redeem your "active kids voucher" which subsidises $100 per student each calendar 
year. https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/transaction/apply-active-kids-voucher 
John Eakin 
PDHPE Teacher 

2019 RRHC Jindabyne Snow Trip 
Well done to all students who have 
returned their signed permission notes 
for the snow trip. All permission notes 
need to be signed and returned to the 
Front Office as soon as possible. 
 
Students, parents and carers are 
encouraged to use the payment 
schedule to help with budgeting and 
are reminded that the first payment is 
due on 15 February. 
 
We will have our first snow team 
meeting in Week 5. Stay tuned. 
Jesse Flanagan 
HT English 



Careers Adviser News 
Here are some useful tools for students worth exploring to assist with post school decisions. 
https://www.richmondriverhighcareers.com/ Check out the student secure area for more (under the “for 
students tab”) 
https://myfuture.edu.au/ Use your DoE email address for free access. (find suggested occupations with 
the career profile activity) 
https://www.jobjump.com.au/ sign up with the password: ricmond (case sensitive) 
https://www.uac.edu.au/ YouTube Channel also available 
https://www.qtac.edu.au/home/home YouTube Channel also available 
http://www.vtac.edu.au/applying.html YouTube Channel also availablehttps://www.tafensw.edu.au/ 
Studying at TAFE? 
https://smartandskilled.nsw.gov.au/ Find out vocational course costs and concession eligibility. 
https://www.mtcaustralia.com.au/youth-community/sm... Need assistance with finding employment? 
https://www.australianapprenticeships.gov.au/ Do you want to be an apprentice? 
https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/enabl... What government assistance do you qualify for? 
https://www.studyassist.gov.au/help-loans-and-csps FEE HELP and HECS HELP 
Students can drop in and see me anytime for assistance or they can email me to make an 
appointment. 
Eden Weir, Career Adviser 

This password is only for use by Richmond 
River High Campus students and parents. 

 The Rivers Secondary College - 
Richmond River High Campus uses 
STYMIE to support student 
wellbeing and to support direct 

action against bullying in our school. The program 
educates bystanders about their responsibilities 
and provides an online, independent reporting 
method, ensuring complete anonymity for students 
making notifications; creating a sense of safety in 
‘the crowd’. The use of Stymie will help change the 
‘culture of acceptance’ of bullying behaviours. 
Students can access Stymie by going to    
www.stymie.com.au  and    
www.facebook.com/stymieau 

ASX Schools Sharemarket Game 
Opportunity - All Students are Invited to Register for ASX Schools Sharemarket Game 
This year all students at RRHC are invited to register to play the Australian Securities Exchange 
Sharemarket Game with Mr Stevenson in the HSIE Department. The ASX Sharemarket Game gives stu-
dents a chance to invest $50,000 of hypothetical money into at least four shares of their choice on the Aus-
tralian Sharemarket. Students will be able to choose to buy shares from over 220 different companies, such 
as Woolworths, Westpac Bank, Telstra, Bunnings Warehouse, Coca Cola Amatil and BHP Billiton. 
Students can form a syndicate of up to four students or simply trade on their own - they will need to choose 
a share trading name that they wish to use. Mr Stevenson will register students and give them a login and 
password. He will run share trading workshops in computer labs during lunch times to teach students about 
trading in shares and to help all interested students get off to a start in their share trading pursuits. 
All students receive certificates from the ASX for participating in the Sharemarket Game. The top three profit 
makers in Australia, as well as the highest profit maker in each state receive generous cash prizes. 
Registrations are now open and you should see Mr Stevenson to register to play the Sharemarket Game. 
Share trading in Game 1 starts on March 7 and ends on May 15. 
Mr Stevenson | Legal Studies, Business Studies and HSIE Teacher. 
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To view all current events at  
Richmond River High Campus, please 

refer to our Facebook page at: 

 RRHC Facebook 
(you do not have to have an account on  

Facebook to access our page) 
Or alternatively go to our web site and click 

on the link at the bottom of the page. 
Please let us know if you have problems 

accessing it. 

          C A L E N D A R  

 
TERM 1 - Week 3B 
11 February 
12 February 
Year 12 Drama OnStage 
13 February 
Year 12 Drama OnStage 
14 February 
Year 12 Drama OnStage 
Assembly – Carr legacy Scholarship 
15 February 
Year 12 Drama OnStage 
Swimming Carnival 
 
TERM 1 - Week 4A 
18 February 
Year 11 Support Evening 
19 February 
Broncos Launch 
20 February 
21 February 
22 February 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

To view The Rivers Secondary College 

SMORE newsletter go to 

 https://www.smore.com/1n9qd 

 Need someone to talk to? 
 CALL:  
 Kids HELPLINE    1800 551 800 
 Lismore HEADSPACE    6625 0200 
 Mental Health Line    1800 011 511 
 Beyond Blue    1300 789 978 

Q U O T E  O F  T H E  W E E K  
“M ag ic  i s  be l i ev ing  i n  you rs e l f ,  i f  you  
can  do  tha t ,  you  can  m ake  any th i ng  

happen”   
( Johann  Wo l f gang  von  Goe the )  

https://www.facebook.com/richmondriverhigh/


Student Online Portal 
All students can now access information such 
as timetables, school and assessment 
calendars online through the student portal - 
login name and password is the same as DET 
account. The student portal web address is:        
web2.richmondri-h.schools.nsw.edu.au/portal/
login 

 NSW SCHOOL VACCINATION PROGRAM 2019  
Each year NSW Health works in partnership with schools to offer the vaccines recommended by the 
National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) for adolescents as part of the school 
vaccination program.  
In 2019 the following vaccines will be offered to All year 7 students -  
- dTpa vaccine (Diphtheria, Tetanus & Pertussis (whooping cough) as a single dose  
- human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine in a 2-dose schedule at 0 and 6 months  
 

All year 10 students  
- Meningococcal ACWY vaccine as a single dose  
 

Parent Information Kits that include an Information sheet, consent form and privacy statement will be 
sent home to parents / guardians. To consent to the vaccination of their child, parents / guardians are 
advised to:  
 read all the information provided  
 complete the consent form, including signing their name next to the vaccine/s they would like their child 

to receive  
 return the completed consent form to their child’s school  
 ensure that their child eats breakfast on the day of the school vaccination clinic.  
 

Please note that students who commence HPV vaccination in school clinics in Year 7 but do not complete 
the course during the school year may be offered catch-up doses at school in Year 8. Parents will be 
notified by letter/ or text from The Public Health Unit if this applies to their child.  
Students who have any HPV doses at their GP will be advised to complete the course with their 
GP.  
Parents/guardians who wish to withdraw their consent for any reason may do so by writing to the school 
Principal or phoning the school. The Procedure for Withdrawal of Consent is available on the NSW Health 
website at:   www.health.nsw.gov.au/immunisation  
To improve vaccination completion, students will be opportunistically offered any missed doses 
throughout the year where possible.  
A Record of Vaccination will be provided to each student vaccinated at each clinic. Parents/
guardians should ensure that this record is kept for future reference and should not assume that 
their child has been vaccinated if they do not receive this Record of Vaccination.  









 
Uniform Requirements 2019 


