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Important reminder -  
      Drop off and pick up at back of school 
Parents who are dropping off or picking up their children before or after school are reminded to do this in 
the areas outside of the bus, taxi, disability parking, and no stopping zones at the front of the school. 
Suggested safe areas are the grassy tree-ed area outside the Ag Shed in Lake Street or near the shelter 
in McKenzie Park in Pitt Street, where there is a footpath to the school.  The other alternative is at the 
back gate of the school on Alexandra Parade. The safety of our students is paramount.  

Principal’s Message 
Well the 2019 academic year is off to a flying start with a multitude of fresh new Year 7 students joining us, 
as well a considerable number joining us in the other Year groups. We have had a healthy growth in 
enrolments but luckily not so many as to force a re-write of the timetable (every high school’s worst 
nightmare!!!). 
 

We have of course had some staff join us and some staff leave us but none of those were unexpected, we 
also have some positions to fill so more on that at a later date. 
 

My consistent message at this time of year is to make sure that if there is anything that is school related 
that is worrying or upsetting you or your young person, please contact us earlier rather than later. We can’t 
deal with situations and issues that we don’t know about, and if we know early we have a much better 
chance of resolving things or enabling the resolution of issues. 
 

Have a lovely week and if you know of a raindance...please do it…I haven’t seen the area this dry in the 
decade that I have lived here. 
Mary-Jane Pell 
Principal 



Deputy Principal’s News 
Hello RRHC community 
 

Welcome to all our new students and welcome back to all our current RRHC students. Year 7 students 
have responded well to the massive change from Primary School to High School rising to the challenges 
of high school and have begun their journey here very well. A big thank you to Mr Mitchell and staff for 
supporting the Year 7 students. Our senior students have settled in well and are reminded to ask for help 
with studies. Help is available from Teachers, Year Advisors, Deputies and the LaS Team.  Below is very 
important information and if you require clarification please check the school website or contact the school 
for further clarification. 
 
Absences and Leave 
We have effective systems at RRHC and parents/carers and students are reminded that absences must 
be explained. This can be done via a written signed note or through Sentral. If a student needs to leave 
the school at any time during the school day a written note is required and the student must be picked up 
by a parent or carer. We understand that situations arise where a student needs to be picked up early so  
please ensure you contact the front office and not your child directly as this can cause disruption to the 
learning of other students and potential conflict with staff. 
 
Uniform 
RRHC is a uniform school and we require that all students meet the requirements of wearing full school 
uniform. Parents/carers will be contacted if students present to school out of uniform. Uniform 
requirements are to be found on the last two pages of this newsletter and also in the student handbook. 
 
Payments and Notes 
Parents/carers and students please ensure note and payments are completed and returned by the due 
dates on the notes as these timelines are set to ensure that all planning and payments are made to 
providers on time. If notes and payments are not returned by the due date students will not be able to 
attend  events.  
 
Pick up after school 
The best place to pick up your student is from the back of the school along Alexandra Parade. There is 
plenty of room and there are far less buses. Students do not have to cross the road to get into vehicles 
and we encourage you to use this safer spot to pick up and drop off your students. Stopping in the bus bay 
during specific times is a traffic infringement and the police do patrol it regularly. More information is at the 
bottom of page one of this newsletter. 
 
On behalf of the Deputy Principals, Head Teachers, Teachers and Support Staff we are looking forward to 
a great year full of excellent experiences both within the school and on excursions.  
 
“We keep moving forward, opening new doors, and doing new things, because we're curious and curiosity 
keeps leading us down new paths.” - Walt Disney 
 
Have a happy and safe weekend. 
 

Luke Woodward and Belinda Marr 
Deputy Principals 



From the Community Liaison Officer (CLO) 
Back to School can be an Expensive Time of Year 
Well Christmas is over. The Holidays are over. Students are going back to School. Every step has its 
costs attached. There is some financial support out there for you from the NSW Government: 
1. Low income families can apply for a Family Energy Rebate to help with the cost of your electricity. 

You can apply online or print out and complete a form at:     
  https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/transaction/apply-family-energy-rebate-retail-customers 
 2. To be eligible for the Appliance Rebate Scheme for a new fridge or washing machine, customers 
 must: 
 be a NSW resident    

 hold one of the following valid concession cards:  

 Pensioner Concession Card 

 Health Care Card or Low Income Health Care Card from Centrelink 

 Veterans’ Affairs Gold Card 

 own a fridge six years old or older, and want to replace it; or 

 own a plasma or cathode ray tube (CRT) television and want to replace it. 
Apply on line at:    
 https://energysaver.nsw.gov.au/households/rebates-and-discounts/appliance-replacement-offer 
3. From 1 January 2019, parents will be able to access both the $100 Active Kids voucher and the     
 $100 Creative Kids Rebate each year for every school-aged child. Parents will be able to access 
 the rebate in person at a Service NSW centre or online at:  
 https://www.nsw.gov.au/news-and-events/news/100-rebate-for-creative-kids/ 
I wish everyone well for 2019. 
Anne Bowden 
Community Liaison Officer (CLO) 

Welcome to RRHC Year 7  
On Wednesday Year 7 commenced their high school adventure. The students had a great first day, playing 
sport, attending  classes and  then burying a time  capsule which  will be  opened in 2024!   
Thanks to our Year 10 mentors for supporting our new students. 
Mr Anthony Mitchell 
Year 7 Adviser 



APT 9 - Gallery Of Modern Art - Brisbane  

Forty-two Rivers Secondary College elective art classes visited the Asia Pacific Triennial at Brisbane’s 
Gallery of Modern Art (GOMA). The APT is one of Australia’s leading contemporary art exhibitions and 
features some of the Asia/Pacific’s most recognised artists. There was a large amount of video and digital 
works and many large scale installations where the audience is directly engaged with the artwork. (Not 
much standing back and looking at paintings here) Some of the junior students loved the interactive making 
table and Ms Savins lost her sense of time watching the contemporary Chinese artist Cao Fei’s latest video 
11.11.2018, commenting on the online retail giant JD.com, mass consumption and globalisation within in a 
rapidly changing China.  
 

One of the highlights for the students was the installation by Indian Artist Shilpa Gupta, the work (pictured 
with Ms Simpson wandering through), fills an entire exhibition room and confronts us with a series of 
threatening black, metal spikes that each impale a simple piece of paper, filled with the writing of over a 
hundred poets that have been persecuted and/or executed for their words. The microphones hanging down 
above the spikes give voice to their censored ideas. The sounds of voices rise and fall, orchestrated with 
threatening noises, immersing the viewer in an eerier space. To read the words of the poets, you have to 
lean in over the spikes, conjuring some of the danger experienced by the original author for the audience.  
 

As  always,  RRHC students were  well behaved and  had a great time.  The APT 9 is on at  GOMA  through  
until early April 2019 and is FREE! 
Louise Savins 
HT CAPA 

Reece crowned River Idol for 2018 
There was plenty of talent on show in River Idol, but there can only be one 
winner, congratulations Reece! Reece wowed the audience and the judges with 
his performance, drumming “Somebody to Love” by Queen, scoring 10s all 
round. Second place went to Year 7 – Baby Got Back and Year 10 – Get Lucky 
were awarded third place. Well done to everyone who entered and to the very 
supportive audience for their encouragement. Thanks especially to Mr 
Wordsworth and Mr Mitchell for their work in organising River Idol. What a great 
way to end the second last day of the year. 



Year 12 - Ancient History 
Year 12 Ancient History students celebrated the end of the year with a feast for Saturnalia, the religious 
celebration held by ancient Romans that was eventually assimilated into Christmas along with other pagan 
festivals such as Samhain.  
 

Students ate foods typical of the diet of a wealthy Roman, including figs, dates, cheese, bread, almonds, 
walnuts, olives and grapes. They also ate libum, a cake used for ritual offerings and celebrations, and often 
placed on the household altars (or “larariums”) as an offering to the gods. Made from spelt flour, ricotta 
cheese, honey and eggs, it is typically served warm and drizzled with honey. 
 

Evidence of all of these foods have been found in the buried cities of Pompeii and Herculaneum, which were 
preserved in ash and pumice nearly 2000 years ago when Mt Vesuvius erupted in 79 AD. 
Katie Magripilis 
HSIE Teacher 

Seth Meets Local MP to Prepare for Canberra  

Constitutional Convention - Kevin Hogan MP 
In preparation for his role as a representative of NSW at the 
Commonwealth Constitutional Convention in Canberra in March Seth 
Taylor-Smith, accompanied by Mr Stevenson, held a meeting with 
Kevin Hogan, Federal Member for Page.  
 

During the meeting, Mr Hogan and Seth discussed the upcoming 
Convention and shared their respective views on the operation of 
Section 44 of the Constitutional Convention. They agreed that the 
issues of dual citizenship and conflicts of interest arising from 
Commonwealth benefits raised a number of significant issues for 
anyone considering a career as a politician. 
 

Seth found his meeting with Mr Hogan was very productive. He is 
very excited about his upcoming role in Canberra as one of the 30 
chosen representatives of NSW at the Commonwealth Constitutional 
Convention in March 2019. We thank Mr Hogan for his interest in 
Seth's success as a state representative in this important event. 
Mr Dale Stevenson 
Legal Studies Teacher 

Year 7 - Textiles 

Year 7 finished their first year of the technology 
mandatory with a textiles unit at the end of Term 4. 
They created a four patch cushion cover 
showcasing an array of techniques: chenilleing, 
machine embroidery, appliqué,  fabric  colouration,  
seam junctions  and velcro closures. 
Mrs Cavanagh is very proud of their completed 
projects. 



 Need someone to talk to? 
 CALL:  
 Kids HELPLINE    1800 551 800 
 Lismore HEADSPACE    6625 0200 
 Mental Health Line    1800 011 511 
 Beyond Blue    1300 789 978 

School Stream App - Please download 
Reminder to our RRHC community that we use the School Stream App. Parents, 
carers and students, please download the app to your mobile device to receive 

This password is only for use by Richmond 
River High Campus students and parents. 

 

The Rivers Secondary College 
- Richmond River High 
Campus uses STYMIE to 
support student wellbeing and 

to support direct action against bullying in our 
school. 
The program educates bystanders about their 
responsibilities and provides an online, 
independent reporting method, ensuring complete 
anonymity for students making notifications; 
creating a sense of safety in ‘the crowd’. The use 
of Stymie will help change the ‘culture of 
acceptance’ of bullying behaviours. Students can 
access Stymie by going to    www.stymie.com.au  
and    
www.facebook.com/stymieau 

RRHC Dance Ensemble 
Any student who would like to be a part of the 
RRHC Dance Ensemble are required to sign-up 
on the PE noticeboard by this Friday and see 
Miss Dessmann in the PE staffroom for details. 



 

 
R I C H M O N D  R I V E R  

H I G H  C A M P U S  
 

Lake Street, North Lismore NSW 2480 

T  02 6621 3456   F  02 6622 2928 

E  richmondri-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au  

www.richmondri-h.schools.nsw.edu.au 

www.facebook.com/richmondriverhigh 

Canteen: 6621 4890 

We would like to respectfully acknowledge 
the Elders past and present of the Wijabul 
Wiyabal people and other peoples of 
Bundjalung Nation. We acknowledge that 
they are the first peoples of this land on 
which our school stands. 

 
 
 

 

To view all current events at  
Richmond River High Campus, please 

refer to our Facebook page at: 

 RRHC Facebook 
(you do not have to have an account on  

Facebook to access our page) 
Or alternatively go to our web site and click 

on the link at the bottom of the page. 
Please let us know if you have problems 

accessing it. 

          C A L E N D A R  

 
2019 TERM 1 - Week 2A 
4 February 
5 February 
6 February 
7 February 
8 February 
 
TERM 1 - Week 3B 
11 February 
12 February 
Year 12 Drama OnStage 
13 February 
Year 12 Drama OnStage 
14 February 
Year 12 Drama OnStage 
Assembly – Carr legacy Scholarship 
15 February 
Year 12 Drama OnStage 
Swimming Carnival 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

To view The Rivers Secondary College 

SMORE newsletter go to 

 https://www.smore.com/1n9qd 

Q U O T E  O F  T H E  W E E K  
“Do all the good you can, by all the 
means you can, in all the ways you 

can, to all the people you can, as long 
as ever you can.”  (John Wesley) 

HSC EXAM READERS AND WRITERS  
We are looking for people who can act as a reader and writer for 
students during upcoming exams, on a voluntary basis. You 
must have a current working with children check number. To 
obtain this number visit https://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/
child-safe-organisations/working-with-children-check.   
Readers and writers require the following skills -  
 Ability to communicate clearly in English with sufficient 

literacy level 
 An understanding of subject(s) being examined 
 Clear, legible handwriting 
 Patience and sensitivity 
 Understanding of the need to maintain confidentiality and 

ability to do so. 
If interested please contact Susie Hancock- Learning & Support 
Teacher ph. 6621 3456 

F R O M  T H E  C A N T E E N  
Specials from the Canteen in Week 2  
will be advertised outside the Canteen next 
week. 

Eftpos - Please note that there is no eftpos 
available at the Canteen as yet, so only  
payments by cash will be accepted. 

Volunteers 
We are seeking volunteers to assist in the 
Canteen. If you can donate a day to assist 
on a daily, weekly or monthly basis, please 
phone 6621 4890. 

https://www.facebook.com/richmondriverhigh/


Student Online Portal 
All students can now access information such 
as timetables, school and assessment 
calendars online through the student portal - 
login name and password is the same as DET 
account. The student portal web address is:        
web2.richmondri-h.schools.nsw.edu.au/portal/
login 

 NSW SCHOOL VACCINATION PROGRAM 2019  
Each year NSW Health works in partnership with schools to offer the vaccines recommended by the 
National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) for adolescents as part of the school 
vaccination program.  
 

In 2019 the following vaccines will be offered to All year 7 students -  
- dTpa vaccine (Diphtheria, Tetanus & Pertussis (whooping cough) as a single dose  
- human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine in a 2-dose schedule at 0 and 6 months  
 

All year 10 students  
- Meningococcal ACWY vaccine as a single dose  
 

Parent Information Kits that include an Information sheet, consent form and privacy statement will be 
sent home to parents / guardians. To consent to the vaccination of their child, parents / guardians are 
advised to:  
 read all the information provided  
 complete the consent form, including signing their name next to the vaccine/s they would like their child 

to receive  
 return the completed consent form to their child’s school  
 ensure that their child eats breakfast on the day of the school vaccination clinic.  
 

Please note that students who commence HPV vaccination in school clinics in Year 7 but do not complete 
the course during the school year may be offered catch-up doses at school in Year 8. Parents will be 
notified by letter/ or text from The Public Health Unit if this applies to their child.  
Students who have any HPV doses at their GP will be advised to complete the course with their 
GP.  
Parents/guardians who wish to withdraw their consent for any reason may do so by writing to the school 
Principal or phoning the school. The Procedure for Withdrawal of Consent is available on the NSW Health 
website at:   www.health.nsw.gov.au/immunisation  
To improve vaccination completion, students will be opportunistically offered any missed doses 
throughout the year where possible.  
 

A Record of Vaccination will be provided to each student vaccinated at each clinic. Parents/
guardians should ensure that this record is kept for future reference and should not assume that 
their child has been vaccinated if they do not receive this Record of Vaccination.  







 
Uniform Requirements 2019 


