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Principal’s News 
Well here we are at the end of Term 2! It has been another busy term at RRHC. It is a pleasure to be 
part of all the great things that happen at our school and to work with such wonderful staff and 
students.  
 
The NAIDOC Formal Assembly was a celebration of Indigenous women as leaders, trail blazers, 
politicians and social change advocates. We were lucky enough to have Aunty Kylie Caldwell as our 
keynote speaker who gave us an insight into the women who influenced her growing up.  
 
Congratulations to the senior students who received awards at yesterday’s Senior Academic Awards 
Assembly. It is a reflection of your hard work and commitment to your studies. 
 
Year 12, I hope you have a great holiday. Take some time to relax but also take some time for 
revision of your Year 12 studies in preparation for your last term of high school.  
 
I look forward to seeing you all refreshed and ready to engage in Term 3 and all the wonderful 
activities that are planned. 
 
Have a happy and safe holiday. 
 
Mary-Jane Pell 
Principal 

REMINDER: 
 

Term 3 commences for students on Tuesday 24 July 2018 



Deputy Principal’s News 
Hello RRHC community, 
 

It has been a very busy term with lots of sporting and extra-curricular activities including the Cross 
Country, Athletics Carnivals, field trips for specific classes, NAIDOC Week, and various other activities. 
So much opportunity is provided at RRHC for students to achieve success both academically, culturally 
and in personal passions. It is important to acknowledge the hard working teachers and support staff that 
make these events possible and who go above and beyond for the students at RRHC. 
 

Year 12 students, please ensure that you have a break over the holidays but take some time to review 
your work to date and make a plan for how to make the most of next term in your final term of Year 12. 
Embrace any support you have and take advantage of offers of assistance from teachers, as we want you 
to do the best you possibly can.  
 

Year 10 students, thank you for the mature way you approached the subject selections and the 
interviews. As you hear regularly; “this is your HSC and your future.” We will inform you of the subject 
lines when they are finalised and we will discuss subjects with students at this point.  
 

A big thankyou to Belinda Marr who has been an excellent Acting Deputy Principal to work with over the 
term, and to all the Head Teachers, Teachers and Support Staff who have supported the students 
through this term.   
 

Have a safe and relaxing holiday, enjoy yourself, and to end with an inspirational quote from the great    
Dr Seuss - “Oh the things you can find, if you don’t stay behind!”  
 

Luke Woodward 
Deputy Principal   

NAIDOC Formal Assembly - “Because of her, we can!”  

On Wednesday we celebrated NAIDOC with a Formal Assembly. Deserae Dalu led the Assembly and 
gave the Acknowledgement of Country; Belle-Rose led the National Anthem. Kylie Caldwell gave an 
inspirational keynote address about the important women in her family, in particular her grandmother who 
raised a family in the Tabulam area, during the time that governments had paternalistic and assimilation 
policies in place. Kylie’s grandmother’s resilience and persistence continues to influence a large extended 
family today. Ms Pell, Principal, spoke of Peggy Napaljarri Brown OAM, and her influence on the 
Yuendumu community, in Central Australia. By setting up a program to stop petrol sniffing, she has 
improved the lives of many. The RRHC Staff Band then performed Midnight Oil’s song “Truganini” 
recognising her life and work. The Rivers Aboriginal Performing Arts Ensemble then performed their new 
work “The Kingdom”. Well done to all in the Assembly for being respectful and showing your appreciation  
to our guests. 
 

After the assembly Uncle Gilbert performed a smoking ceremony with our Indigenous students. They then 
attended workshops with Kylie (weaving) and Blake (acknowledging female role models), and played sport 
with Anna from The Broncos. 
Mirryndah Nixon 
Aboriginal Education Officer 



Senior Academic Awards Assembly  

Yesterday we held our Semester One Senior Academics Awards Assembly. Our School Captain,    
Mary-Rose MacDonald, gave the keynote address. Mary-Rose spoke about her recent trip to Sydney for 
a School Leadership Program and how this led her to thinking about what makes someone successful. 
After talking with all sorts of dignitaries she learned the common theme to success was the ability to 
learn from mistakes and to keep going, something we can all aspire to do. Thank you to the senior 
music students for their performances. Well done to the Year 12 Dance students Kiarra and Jakira who 
performed their HSC work, two very skilful dancers.  
 

Year 12 Major Award Recipients 
Overall Academic Excellence Award for Semester 1 - Arundhati Gotz  
Overall Academic Achievement Award for Semester 1 - Savannah Smith, William Hall and Sophie Mills 
Year Adviser’s Award for Diligence & Application to Studies - Jodi Morris 
 

Year 11 Major Award Recipients 
Overall Academic Excellence Award for Semester 1 - Chloe Mills 
Overall Academic Achievement Award for Semester 1 - Alinta Ahrens, Kei Winmill and Indigo Kesztler 
Year Adviser’s Award for Diligence & Application to Studies - Eve Robinson 
 
Congratulations to the students, who received awards, and well done to all who have made a 
commendable effort. 



Filtering for the future  

On Thursday 28 June, Year 7 Science classes 7-5 
and 7-2 were shown how our drinking water is 
separated at the Nightcap Water Treatment Plant as 
a part of their Separating Mixtures unit. Andrew 
Logan and Rhys Oates from Rous County Council 
kindly donated their time to share the story of the 
treatment plant and how it provides over 40 million 
litres of water every day to the Northern Rivers 
region. They also performed some hands on 
demonstrations modelling some of the separating 
processes.  
Thank you Andrew and Rhys for volunteering your 
time to educate some keen RRHC students. 
Scott Hogden 
Science Teacher 

Performing Arts Ensemble 
– debut “My Kingdom”  

The Rivers Performing Arts Ensemble debuted 
their 2018 NAIDOC performance "My Kingdom" 
at Lismore High's NAIDOC Assembly on 
Monday 2 July. They were proud, powerful and 
deadly!! Well done to Deserae Dalu representing 
RRHC. 
Photo credit: Andrew Piper, HT The Rivers 
Secondary College. 
Elise Dessmann 
Ensemble Coordinator 

Year 12 Hospitality – Rustic Australian restaurant  

Congratulations Year 12, the restaurant you created on 28 June was an outstanding success with    
forty-eight parents, friends and staff enjoying your cooking. Well done, Astrid, Nathan, Annie, Claudia, 
Ellie, Grace, Casey, Lachlan, Jasper and Jodi.  
 

The restaurant was the culmination of all the skills and practices Year 12 have learned throughout their 
course. The effort of the students was reflected in the delicious food, fantastic team work, the positive 
atmosphere and exceptional service. Thank you to Mrs Purcell, Mrs Wraight and the Year 11 
Hospitality students who assisted to create such a memorable dining experience. 



Links to Learning - The Clubhouse - Lismore 

The Clubhouse school program is open to Year 8 students and runs one day a week over a semester. 
Richmond River had ten students participate in Semester One. The Clubhouse school program focuses 
on providing students with hands on experience in the areas of Creative Arts, Music and the ‘STEM’ 
fields: Science, Technology, Engineering and Math. Young people are mentored to develop their 
passions through projects that inspire self-expression and technological know-how. The Clubhouse 
approach to learning leverages technology to empower young people from all backgrounds to become 
more capable, creative, and confident learners. As part of the program, students attend a number of 
locally significant landmarks where they learn about the relevance and history of the area. The final  
excursion this semester was to Minyon Falls. 
 

The Youth Connections Clubhouse is a creative and safe out-of-school Tech Space for young people 
aged 12-18 years. Open and FREE for drop-in, 3.30pm to 6.00pm Monday to Friday during School Term, 
The Clubhouse is co-located on the ground floor of the Northern Rivers Conservatorium in Keen Street,  
Lismore. 
Ellie Stinson 
Acting HT Learning Support and Welfare 

Visual Arts students visit GOMA & Qld Art Gallery  

Forty Year 9-12 Visual Arts students went to the Gallery of Modern Art and Queensland Art Gallery in 
Brisbane, on Tuesday 3 July. We saw works from Patricia Piccinini's 'Curious Affection' exhibition and 
Tony  Albert's  exhibition  'Visible'.   It   was  a   fantastic  experience  learning   about  two  very  different    
contemporary Australian artists! 
Ms Rebecca Simpson 
CAPA Teacher 



Year 12 Chemistry  

On 28 June the Year 12 Chemistry class went on an 
excursion to the Nightcap Water Treatment Plant 
and the Environmental Analysis Laboratory (EAL) at 
SCU. 
We would like to thank Mr Ben Hildebrand from 
Rous Water, a former Richmond River High student, 
for a very informative tour of the water treatment 
plant and Mr Graham Lancaster for the great tour of 
EAL. 
I would like to congratulate the students not just for 
their  exemplary  behaviour but also their questioning 
and keen interest. 
Pauline Macleod 
Science Teacher 

Opportunity for  
   Grace and Ellie 

Grace and Ellie, Year 12 Business Studies and 
Hospitality Students, will travel to the Blue 
Mountains to participate in the Career Focus Day 
Program at the Blue Mountains International 
Hotel Management School. They will get the 
opportunity to live life as a student for two nights 
and experience the world of the hospitality 
industry and what it would be like to study at the 
award winning hotel school. They will also 
participate in behind the scenes tours of some     
5 star hotels in Sydney which will be excellent 
support for their Hospitality and Business Studies 
courses at school. These places in the career 
focus day program have been provided by Blue 
Mountains International Hotel Management 
School as scholarships and we thank them for the 
ability to provide such great opportunities to our 
students.  
Elizabeth Perry 
Business Studies 
teacher & Alumni 
of Blue Mountains 
International Hotel 
Management 
School 

NAIDOC - Oztag  

Isaac named best and fairest  
This week RRHC students competed in the 
NAIDOC Oztag Cup at Kadina. Isaac Anderson 
was named the best and fairest player of the 
day. The team made up of mostly juniors 
competed hard and lost some close games. Well 
done   Shane,   Jordan,   Hayley,   Slade,  Isaac,  
Ashanti and Natoka.  
Dean Marshall 
Coach 

Year 7 - History  

During Term 2 Year 7 have been studying Ancient 
China. The students have learned about several of 
the earliest dynasties of Ancient China. Students 
also studied some of the personalities of Ancient 
China. The personalities included Confucius, Laozi 
and Qin Shi Huangdi. Through studying Huangdi, 
students learnt about the creation of the army of 
terracotta warriors in his tomb at Xian. This learning 
culminated in the students spending the last week of 
term creating their own terracotta warrior out of play 
dough and plasticine. Warriors by Jayden, Lucy,  
Sina and Ruby. 
Year 7 History teachers 



The Mobile School Dentist 

will be visiting RRHC next term, 24-27 July. 
Permission forms have been sent home with 
students. Dentists will be carrying out an initial 
check of students' teeth, along with a clean and 
remineralisation. The dentists will be in phone 
contact with parents at the time of examination. 
Most students will be eligible to have their visit 
bulk billed. If you have any questions, please call 
the Mobile School Dentist contact number   
02 9017 6751. 
Ellie Stinson 
Acting HT Learning Support and Welfare 

Rivers College softball  

Well done to Jasmine, Nikiesha and Sharmeeka 
who represented RRHC in The Rivers Secondary 
College team. They competed at the NSW 
Combined High Schools Carnival at Newcastle 
last week. 

Zone Athletics Carnival - 
Brooke and Caitlin champions 

Congratulations to all of the athletes who 
competed in the Zone Athletics Carnival. A special 
mention to Brooke who was named 12 year old 
female champion and Caitlin the 13 year para  
athlete champion!  
 

The other athletes who will have the opportunity to 
compete at Coffs Harbour on Thursday 9 August 
are Jazmin Bertuzzi, Jodi Morris, Jessica McKie, 
Sean McGrath, Alinta Ahrens, Malakai-Bailey 
Lawlor, Joe Pritchard, Lexi Daly, Yazmin Harvey, 
Noah Allen, Jayden Power, Jesse Cocks, Lachlan 
Wallace and Liam 
Stockwell. 
Emma Turner 
PDHPE Teacher 

Sports Choices Term 3  

Sport selection will take place on Tuesday 24 July. 
Some sporting choices have a fee. There is a limit 
on how many students can attend each sport and 
you are not guaranteed to get your first 
preference. The options available are as follows: 
basketball - free, boxfit - free, canoeing - $20, 
dance - $30, fishing - $40, lawn bowls - $35, 
netball - $35, oz tag - free, skating - $50, 
skateboarding - $35, soccer - free, ten pin - $100, 
tennis - $TBC, theatre sports - free, volleyball - 
free, walking - free and yoga - free. These sports 
will run from Week 4 of Term 3 through to Week 3 
of Term 4. 
Emma Turner 
PDHPE Teacher 
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We would like to respectfully acknowledge 
the Elders past and present of the Wijabul 
Wiyabal people and other peoples of 
Bundjalung Nation. We acknowledge that 
they are the first peoples of this land on 
which our school stands. 

 

To view all current events at  
Richmond River High Campus, please 

refer to our Facebook page at: 

 RRHC Facebook 
(you do not have to have an account on  

Facebook to access our page) 
Or alternatively go to our web site and click 

on the link at the bottom of the page. 
Please let us know if you have problems 

accessing it. 

C A L E N D A R  
 

School resumes for students on 
Tuesday 24 July 

TERM 3 WEEK 1B 
23 July - STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY 
24 July - STUDENTS RETURN 
School Dentist visit 
25 July 
School Dentist visit 
Rivers Rock Full Dress Rehearsal 
26 July 
School Dentist visit 
Years 7 and 9 Parent/Teacher Night 
Year 12 Maths Ext 2 Study Day 
27 July  
School Dentist visit 
Griffith University visit 
 
TERM 3 WEEK 2A 
30 July  
River Rock Full Rehearsal 
31 July   
River Rock Full Rehearsal 
Year 12 Maths Ext 1 Study Day 
Summerland Careers Expo 
1 August  
River Rock Full Rehearsal 
2 August  
Years 8 and 10 Parent/Teacher Night 
River Rock Evening Performance 
3 August  
Safe on Social - Stage 5 & 6 
River Rock Matinee Performance 
River Rock Evening Performance 
Saturday 4 August 
River Rock Matinee Performance 
River Rock Evening Performance 

C A N T E E N  R O S T E R  
23 July - Staff Development Day 
24 July - Help needed 
25 July - Meryl Condon 
26 July - Dorothy Tan  
27 July - Fiona Spencer 

If you can help,  please phone 
Kathy Claydon on 6621 4890. 

 

To view The Rivers Secondary College 

SMORE newsletter go to 

 https://www.smore.com/1n9qd 

 From the Canteen 
If anyone has an 
abundance of fresh 
fruit and would like to 
donate it to our 
Canteen, it would be 
greatly  
appreciated. 

QUOTE OF  THE DAY 
“ Fa l l  se ve n  t ime s ,  s ta nd  u p  e igh t . ”  

( Ja pa ne se  prove rb ) 

https://www.facebook.com/richmondriverhigh/






 


