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Principal’s News 
Whoa, what a week! P&C on Monday evening, Year 10 into Year 11 Information Tuesday 
evening, and Safe on Social Parent forum on Wednesday evening. Its all happening!  

The decision around subject selection from Year 10 to Year 11 can be a confronting process 
and it is very important that students select well. Here is the quick version of the advice that 
was given; 

1 DO pick subjects that you love, or that in the very least interest you. 

2 DO pick subjects that are relevant to you, either you can picture how you will use that 
 learning in  the future, or you know you need that learning to get you to where you want 
 to go in life. 

3 DO NOT pick a subject or a course because your favourite teacher is teaching it, they 
 may not remain your favourite teacher and you will be stuck in a course you aren’t 
 enjoying. 

4 For exactly the same reason DO NOT pick a subject because your ‘bestie’ has picked it. 
 Of all the reasons I just mentioned, this one, a poor subject choice due to friendships, is 
 the one that causes the most Year 11 students grief. 

5 If there are no subjects that interest you, and no subjects that you and your parents feel 
 you will use later, or you really, really, really dislike school, then you need to make some 
 alternative  choices. You may need to seek a traineeship, an apprenticeship, or a job, 
 and get on with a more adult life. 

Mary-Jane Pell 
Principal 

Week 10  
2 July - 6 July 



Deputy Principal’s News 
Hello RRHC Community, 

Another busy week has drawn to a close. We have had Year 10 into 11 Information Evening with a 
majority of families attending, Safe of Social for Stage 4 Wednesday, with parents/carers after school, 
Bell Shakespeare for Year 10 students, Year 11 students on a Business Studies excursion, debating, 
science and engineering challenge, PSA Boccia Knockout, and TAFE Taster days.  

Thank you to all parents/carers and students who attended on Tuesday night. It is exciting to see 
students seeking advice about their HSC and making good choices in their studies based on sound 
advice from teachers and parents/carers. The process will continue where students will be interviewed 
about their pattern of study and by a team within the school. 

Safe On Social was an excellent day with students learning about being safe on social media and 
ensuring they understand their responsibilities and rights to be safe in this ever changing area. I would 
encourage parents who did not attend to seek out parents who did, as they gained valuable insights 
into how to navigate this difficult area of life. Stage 5 and 6 students will be involved in a presentation 
from Kirra Pendergast on 3 August (Friday Week 2 Term 3).   

Students and parents/carers are again reminded that RRHC is a uniform school and we ask that all 
students wear uniform as this is a P&C decision. Please wear your uniform and remember that plain 
black jumpers/jackets are part of the uniform now as agreed to by the P&C. Students are required to 
bring a note from parents/carers if they are out of uniform to explain. 

To end with a quote “Do not judge me by my success, judge me by how many times I fell down and got 
back up again.” (Nelson Mandela) 

Luke Woodward 
Deputy Principal   

Boccia Knockout – Well played RRHC 

TRSC RRHC hosted the North Coast Boccia Knockout Competition on Thursday - with teams travelling 
from Ballina and Casino to compete against the host school. Paralympian coaches Sue and Peter King 
travelled from Sydney to conduct the competition and coached our students in having fun, developing 
good sportsmanship as well some of the finer points of the game.  

After a great day of play all teams finished with equal wins and losses, forcing the winner to be decided 
by a for and against percentage. Casino High came out narrowly on top and will represent the North 
Coast at the NSW final at Homebush next term. Our RRHC team was comprised of Logan, Jasmine, 
Ruby, Steven, Phoebe and Nicki (assistant coach). All students played with great focus, teamwork and 
good sportsmanship, representing their school in fine fashion (and making their coach very proud). 
Peter King made special mention of Jasmine’s efforts of four bonus shots - a feat he said rivalled 
national team ability. Thanks also to Mrs Black who supported the team throughout the day. 

Congratulations to Casino High and we wish them the best of luck in the final 
round of sixteen. 

Louise Savins 
Boccia Coordinator 



A WAY WITH WORDS… 
On 19 June a group of courageous and determined RRHC Year 9/10 students embarked on a mental 
battle around the debating tables. There were six debates between four schools, namely: Woodenbong, 
Alstonville, Kadina and RRHC.  
 

Two of our team members cancelled due to illness necessitating a last minute recruitment for 
replacements. Kane Muller and Hannah Martin, debaters extraordinaire, rallied the troops with the 
assistance of Lili Dwyer, Rhiannon Mitchell and Kai Smith-Ashworth. When illness struck once again two 
of our Year 7 representatives stepped up to the challenge offering their services as surrogate speakers. 
Nathan Carmichael and Malakai Lawler competed valiantly against the senior teams.  
 

Teams were presented with topics shortly before their hour of preparation time. Each session was 
adjudicated by a member from The Sydney Arts Unit. Areas of education, sport and politics were 
addressed over the three stages, pertinent issues in contemporary Australian society.  
 

The arguments were heated, the rebuttals ferocious with passionate verbal sparring. The winners of the 
debate were Team Alstonville. Observing the camaraderie, empathetic support, collaboration and 
enduring enthusiasm shared between the students, no matter the logos they bore, was truly magnificent 
to behold.  
 

A special mention must be made for the leadership skills and poise of the emcee students who hosted 
each debate with their time keepers. These included: Grace Ubrihien, Tahlia Cooke 
and Tyler Thorley of Year 10 with Malakai and Nathan of Year 7.  All of the 
participating students were truly splendid as they comprehensively looked after the 
visiting students. This was clearly evident in the hugs shared at the end of the day. All 
this was achieved with joy and laughter, a tribute 
to the power of community that we have at 
Richmond River High Campus.  

Pandora Galea 
Debating Organiser 

SCU Science and Engineering Challenge  

On Wednesday 20 June, twenty eight students form Years 9 and 10 attended Day 1 of the 2018 Science 
and Engineering Challenge held at SCU. Eight teams made up of three to four students competed in eight 
different STEM based challenges throughout the day with most students having the chance to complete two 
different activities.  

All students displayed excellent team work skills and completed their activities with commendable scores. 
Our Bridge team even managed to get more weights across it than most of the other schools. While our 
team didn't win, all students reported that they learnt something new 
and had fun along the way, and the Year 9 students are already 
keen to attend again next year!  

Thank you to Mr Weir for his support of this excursion and              
Mr Hennessy for his support on the day. 
Justine Hinchey 
Science Teacher 



Year 11 & 12  
Parent Teacher  
Interviews 
 Parent/Teacher interviews for all Year 11 and 12 
will be held at the Lismore High Campus, Dalley 
St, from 3:30pm to 6:30pm on Tuesday 26 June 
2018. The Rivers Secondary College and its three 
campuses use a web-based interview booking 
system that allow parents to book teacher 
interviews online, at times that suit you. See 
booking information and map. 

Year 11 Snow Trip  
Update 

All payments must be finalised by Friday 29 
June (next week - Week 9). The total for 
this excursion is $1020. The snow is falling 
so get excited! 
Emma Turner  
Snow Coordinator 



From the Community Liaison 
Officer (CLO)  
 

Stage 6 Subject Selection 
What an encouraging night. There was a wonderful 
turnout of families eager to learn more about how to 
make good subject choices when going into Year 11. 
There was a great deal of information to absorb, so if 
anyone wants any further clarification then contact 
the Year Advisor Mr Scott Allen or you can email me 
at Anne.Bowden9@det.nsw.edu.au    as I am not 
here full time. If you want to leave your phone 
number on an email then I will call you back. 
Years 11 and 12 can get a bit daunting sometimes 
as it is an incredibly busy time in the life of a young 
person. They often need to master study, sport, 
social life, driving licence, and part time work. 
Remember to take it one step at a time and, if 
needed, ask for help sooner rather than later. 
 

A Date for Your Diary - Monday August 6 2018 
Once in five years a school will undergo a 
comprehensive evaluation process of its various 
projects and programs that it offers. 
To do this effectively we need your opinions. In fact 
we can't do it without you. So please come along to 
our evening meeting to share your opinions. This is 
your early reminder with more to come. Please give 
the event a priority for the benefit of the school and 
your children. 
 

Do you have any craft items to donate? 
If you have done any craft then you have some items 
you no longer need, that's how it works. I am starting 
a collection of fabric, yarn, knitting or crochet needles 
for various programs that run in the school. If you 
have any to share please drop them in to the school 
for me. They will be put to good use. 
 

Until next time - enjoy your kids and remember to 
laugh a lot. 
 

"Studying means 10% reading and 90% complaining 
to your friends that you have to study."  
(http://coolfunnyquotes.com ) 
 

Anne Bowden 
Community Liaison Officer (CLO) 
Working every Wednesday 

Student Online Portal 
All students can now access information such 
as timetables, school and assessment 
calendars online through the student portal - 
login name and password is the same as DET 
account. The student portal web address is: 
web2.richmondri-h.schools.nsw.edu.au/portal/
login 

The Rivers Secondary College - 
Richmond River High Campus 
uses STYMIE to support 
student wellbeing and to 
support direct action against 
bullying in our school. 

The program educates bystanders about 
their responsibilities and provides an 
online, independent reporting method, 
ensuring complete anonymity for students 
making notifications; creating a sense of 
safety in ‘the crowd’. The use of Stymie will 
help change the ‘culture of acceptance’ of 
bullying behaviours. Students can access 
Stymie by going to    www.stymie.com.au  
and    
www.facebook.com/stymieau 

Macbeth visits RRHC  

Bell Shakespeare provided our Year 10 
students with a highly engaging performance of 
the play Macbeth today. Thank you Bell 
Shakespeare for providing this opportunity for  
rural students. 
Sunny Willoughby 
English Teacher 



Year 10 Food Technology - Pop Up Restaurants 

Ms Murdoch’s Year 10 Food Technology class completed their assessment by preparing and 
presenting a menu for their invited guests. Great to see the end results after weeks of planning. 
Invited guests thoroughly enjoyed the experience, well done everyone. 
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We would like to respectfully acknowledge 
the Elders past and present of the Wijabul 
Wiyabal people and other peoples of 
Bundjalung Nation. We acknowledge that 
they are the first peoples of this land on 
which our school stands. 

 

To view all current events at  
Richmond River High Campus, please 

refer to our Facebook page at: 

 RRHC Facebook 
(you do not have to have an account on  

Facebook to access our page) 
Or alternatively go to our web site and click 

on the link at the bottom of the page. 
Please let us know if you have problems 

accessing it. 

C A L E N D A R  
WEEK 9B 
25 June  
26 June 
HSC Business Studies Day 
Years 11/12 Parent Teacher Night at 
 Lismore HC - 3.45-6.30pm 
School Captains Leadership Program 
27 June 
School Captains Leadership Program 
Year 12 Hospitality Restaurant 
28 June 
Year 11 Drama Performance 
Year 12 Chemistry excursion 
Rivers Perf. Arts Ensemble Rehearsal 
29 June 
Rivers Perf. Arts Ensemble Rehearsal 
Zone Athletics Carnival 
Yes Program Ballina/Wollongbar TAFEs 
Year 10 TAFE Open Day 
 
WEEK 10A - NAIDOC WEEK 
2 July 
NAIDOC Celebrations 
QLD Gallery of Modern Art excursion 
3 July 
NAIDOC Cup 
Rivers Musical Full Dress Rehearsal 
4 July 
NAIDOC Assembly 
5 July 
NAIDOC Community Day 
Senior Awards Assembly 
6 July 
Widjabal Wiyabul Leadership Initiative 
Years 7-10 Reports distributed 
 

End of Term 2 - School resumes for 
students on Tuesday 24 July 

C A N T E E N  R O S T E R  
25 June - Fiona Spencer and 
  Kathie Dosba 
26 June - Help needed 
27 June - Meryl Condon 
28 June - Dorothy Tan  
29 June - Help needed 

If you can help,  please phone 
Kathy Claydon on 6621 4890. 

 

To view The Rivers Secondary College 

SMORE newsletter go to 

 https://www.smore.com/1n9qd 

 From the Canteen 
If anyone has an 

abundance of fresh 

QUOTE OF  THE DAY 
“Whe n  you  co me  to  t he  e nd  o f  you r  rope ,  t i e  a  kno t  

a nd  ha n g  o n . ”   
( F ra nk l i n  D  Rooseve l t  ) 

https://www.facebook.com/richmondriverhigh/


HSC EXAM READERS AND WRITERS  
We are looking for people who can act as a reader and writer for Year 12 students during Half Yearly 
Exams at the end of Term 1 and HSC Exams in Term 4, on a voluntary basis. You must have a cur-
rent working with children check number. To obtain this number visit                
https://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-organisations/working-with-children-check.   
Readers and writers require the following skills -  
 Ability to communicate clearly in English with sufficient literacy level 
 An understanding of subject(s) being examined 
 Clear, legible handwriting 
 Patience and sensitivity 
 Understanding of the need to maintain confidentiality and ability to do so. 
If interested please contact Susie Hancock- Learning & Support Teacher ph. 6621 3456 

Reminder - Drop off and pick up at back of school 
Parents who are dropping off or picking up their children before or after school are reminded to do 
this in the areas outside of the bus, taxi, disability parking, and no stopping zones at the front of the 
school. Suggested safe areas are the grassy tree-ed area outside the Ag Shed in Lake Street or near 
the shelter in McKenzie Park in Pitt Street, where there is a footpath to the school.  The other 
alternative is at the back gate of the school on Alexandra Parade. The safety of our students is 
paramount.  

School Stream App - Please download 
Reminder to our RRHC community that we use the School Stream App. Parents, 
carers and students, please download the app to your mobile device to receive 
notifications about assessments, newsletters, emergency information and more.  






