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Principal’s News 

It is Week 3 and NAPLAN testing is over for another year. As you may be aware there has been a great deal 

in the media recently about the possible refreshing/remodelling/removing of the NAPLAN testing regime and in 

my mind this will be a good thing. NAPLAN is an incredibly useful tool for gaining an extremely generalised 

snap shot of how a particular cohort of students performs against the broader cohort of the whole country, and 

the cohorts who preceded them. Unfortunately it can also be used to compare schools to other schools, as 

well as states to other states, again as a very generalised view this can be handy but in my experience the 

information is open to misuse. There has to be a better way. 

 

I hope you are all enjoying the Autumn weather, it might be wise to remind your young person to pack a jump-

er (black, grey or red – no motifs) into their bag, there were several requests last week for office staff to con-

tact parents to bring in a jumper to a slightly blue-ish tinged child! And of course the usual varieties of colds 

and coughs are doing the rounds so a reminder around personal hygiene may be useful as well. 

 

Next term will see the performance of ‘River Rock’, a play written, scored and performed by members of The 

Rivers Secondary College. Teachers and students from all three campuses are involved and the performanc-

es will be at The Lismore Workers Club from 2nd to 4th August. Keep a lookout for those tickets when they 

come on sale! 

Mary-Jane Pell 
Principal 



Hello RRHC Community, 
 

Students in Years 7 and 9 have completed the NAPLAN testing this week. Thank you to all the students who 
attempted this in a serious and respectful manner. Thank you to Mrs Helliwell for her organisation and thank 
you to all staff who supervised and supported this process.  
 

School photographs will be handed out when they arrive next week. If you have concerns about the 
photographs please contact Advanced-life photography directly. All students have received their Student 
Identification Cards this week. 
 

At RRHC we have developed a new system for ensuring that students are in the right place at the right time. 
Please reinforce to your students the importance of being on time to both school and classes. This is 
especially important to Senior Students who could miss out on up to a third of their lessons if they consistently 
miss Period 1 classes.  
 

Winter is heading our way and warmer clothes will be needed by students. A reminder that students are to 
wear plain grey, red or black jumpers, cardigans or jackets as part of the RRHC winter uniform. Lowes will 
have a black school jacket available for purchase. If students are unable to wear part of their uniform in an 
emergency they will need to visit the Deputies to get a uniform slip.  
 

“No individual can win a game by himself” (Pele)  
 

Luke Woodward 
Deputy Principal 

Deputy Principals’ News 

Beyond the Broncos  

On Tuesday, seven of our Indigenous students 
took part in the second Beyond the Broncos 
workshop. All participated in a 'Resilience and 
Culture' workshop presented by Scott Prince and 
Caitlin Moran. They spoke about Aboriginal 
people and the resilience that is always within us 
and shared stories of strong Indigenous role 
models. The day finished with a game of touch 
football. Congratulations to the students who were 
rewarded with a Broncos backpack for high 
attendance rates and positive behaviour. 
Mirryndah Nixon 
Relieving Aboriginal Education Officer 

Canteen Specials Week 4 Term 2 
 
Monday 21 May 
 Pasta bolognese or rich tomato sauced pasta  
  Large $7 small $5   
 
Tuesday 22 May 
 Irish stew or vegetable stew and 
 mashed potato  
  $7 large small $5 
 
Thursday 24 May 
 A chefs selection  
  Large $7 small $5 
 
Friday 25 May 
 Beef or bean Burritos with salsa  
  $6 each 



Student Opportunity – RRHC STEM Club  

STEM Club meets every Friday.  Last week’s challenge was to build a tower that could support a 
tennis ball at least 45cm off the ground while withstanding the wind from a fan. After thinking, 
designing and making with paper, straws, string, skewers and tape, the students were successful 
with their towers. Vivo points were awarded for participation and success. 
Scott Hogden 
Science Teacher 

Cows Create Careers - Opportunity  

Dairy calves have arrived for Year 9 Agriculture students to look after as part of the Cows Create 
Careers program. Thank you to Dennis Rose, for loaning the calves to RRHC for this program. 
Students will be involved in the feeding and husbandry of the calves for about five weeks. 
Phil Bale 
TAS Teacher  

RRHC Farm Welcomes Some Sheep 

We have entered a competition sponsored by the Australian Wool Board which is aimed at 
increasing awareness of Australia’s sheep industry, animal husbandry and management practices 
and preparing animals to show. We are utilising this study across many subject areas with Textiles 
classes as well as Agriculture classes being involved in their care. They like the shelter that 
Construction students made for them.  
Sally Ford 
TAS Head Teacher 



From the Community 
Liaison Officer (CLO)  
School Attendance 
Regular school attendance is important for so 
many reasons. 
In your child's high school career eight days per 
term lost means they have lost a full year of 
schooling. That is enough to make a serious 
difference to anyone's learning. 
It affects other things as well as learning. It affects 
relationships with teachers, friendships with other 
students. It also fails to build good habits required 
for work attendance later on. 
Arriving late causes disruption to the learning of 
the student and it also disrupts the learning of the 
whole class.  
After a day's absence it takes time to catch up on 
lost learning. Sometimes this time is never made 
up and holes exist in your child's learning. 
In our efforts to raise strong adults of the future, 
regular school attendance is vital. 
As the experts say "You can't learn if you don't 
attend." 
85% attendance is required by the Department of 
Education and then they can pursue the matter 
with ever increasing penalties. 
So keep your kids coming to school as it is to 
everyone's advantage, particularly your child's. 
  
Opportunities at Richmond River 
I am amazed at the wide variety of opportunities 
offered by teachers here at RRHC. It seems to me 
that there must be something for everyone. The 
star gazing night next week sounds like a winter 
activity perfectly suited to our crisp and clear 
winter nights.  Make it a family night out. Rug up 
and come along. It is another fabulous example of 
the dedication of the teachers who work so 
diligently for the benefit of the students, your 
children. See you there. 
Anne Bowden 
Community Liaison Officer (CLO) 
Working every Wednesday 

Sunflowers Harvested 
Students involved in the University of 
Queensland’s Sunflower Competition have 
been measuring plants and weighing flower 
heads for the information to be sent to the UQ 
Competition. Good luck to all students 
involved. 
Phil Bale 
TAS Teacher 

Year 10 PASS Class 
The Year 10 PASS class attended SCU on 
Thursday to complete all three legs of a 
triathlon. All students exceeded their own 
personal goals in at least one of the legs. 
Congratulations to 
all the students. 
Emma Turner 



UNE Open Day Tour 
Last week some of our Year 12 students went on the 2018 UNE Open Day Tour and had a 
great time. On Thursday students toured the National Marine Centre and the SCU Campus at 
Coffs Harbour. They stayed overnight in Armidale and experienced student life with dinner 
and breakfast at a UNE residential college. Friday was the UNE Open Day and this gave stu-
dents the change to explore the ground and find out everything about studying at university. 
Students were able to explore information sessions, gain individual course advice, tour the 
academic campus and colleges, witness live demonstrations and enjoy free food and activi-
ties. 
Thank you to Sally Ford for accompanying our students on the trip this year. I would also like 
to thank The Rivers Secondary College’s Lismore High Campus and Kadina High Campus, 
as well as Evans River K-12 Community School students for travelling with us again this year 
as it makes the trip possible. 
Eden Weir 
Careers Adviser  

Museum of Human Disease – 
a professor streams into 
RRHC 
On Monday 
Year 9 
Science 1 
attended an 
interactive 
video 
conference  
from the Museum of Human Disease - UNSW. 
Our students learned about infectious and        
non-infectious diseases. A professor from the 
Museum used specimens to discuss a range of 
diseases affecting the respiratory, digestive, 
circulatory, excretory, nervous, skeletal and 
immune systems. This was a great opportunity 
to question an expert.  
Pauline Macleod  
Science Teacher 



 Need someone to talk to? 
 CALL:  
 Kids HELPLINE    1800 551 800 
 Lismore HEADSPACE    6625 0200 
 Mental Health Line    1800 011 511 
 Beyond Blue    1300 789 978 

Careers Adviser News 
Check out this great resource. 

richmond 

Are you interested in Astronomy? 
Do you have a story relating to Astronomy that 
you would like to share with not just the school 
community but also the listeners of ABC radio? 
See Ms Macleod for more details! 



Student Online Portal 
All students can now access information such 
as timetables, school and assessment 
calendars online through the student portal - 
login name and password is the same as DET 
account. The student portal web address is: 
web2.richmondri-h.schools.nsw.edu.au/portal/
login 

Australian Taxation Office presentation 
REMINDER: All students in Years 9-12 will be participating in an incursion with the Australian 
Taxation Office (ATO) on Tuesday 29 May (Week 5). The presentation will cover topics such as 
what is tax? How to get a tax file number and superannuation.   All parents and carers of RRHC 
students are invited and welcomed to attend these presentations. The first presentation is at 11:20 
a.m. and the second presentation is at 12:10 p.m..  Both presentations will cover the same 
information, except the 12:10pm presentation will also cover some information regarding going to 
uni and paying for uni fees etc. The presentation will go for approximately 30-40 minutes. If you 
have any questions regarding this, feel free to contact Elizabeth Perry, Business Studies teacher.  
Elizabeth Perry 
Business Studies Teacher 

Breakfast Club 
Tuesday-Friday 

8.15-8.50am 
Chill Out Room 

All welcome 
No charge 

Breakfast Club 
Tuesday-Friday 

8.15-8.50am 
Chill Out Room 

All welcome 
No charge  

Brainstorm Productions are coming to RRHC to perform Cheap Thrills to all of Year 8 
and Year 9 on Monday 28 May (Week 5). The audience goes on an emotional roller 
coaster as the lead character experiences the consequences of drugs, alcohol and risky 
behaviour. There is a question and answer session at the end of the play. 
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We would like to respectfully acknowledge 
the Elders past and present of the Wijabul 
Wiyabal people and other peoples of 
Bundjalung Nation. We acknowledge that 
they are the first peoples of this land on 

 

To view all current events at  
Richmond River High Campus, please 

refer to our Facebook page at: 

 RRHC Facebook 
(you do not have to have an account on  

Facebook to access our page) 
Or alternatively go to our web site and click 

on the link at the bottom of the page. 
Please let us know if you have problems 

accessing it. 

C A L E N D A R  
Week 4A 
21 May 
Mock Trial 
22 May 
23 May 
World Record Stargazing Attempt 
24 May 
River Rock Full Band Rehearsal 
Widjabal Wiyabul Leadership Initiative 
25 May 
Yes Program Ballina/Wollongbar TAFEs 
Far NC Dance Festival Rehearsal 
Combined Schools Writing Initiative 
Rivers Musical Full Dress Rehearsal 
 
Week 5B 
28 May 
Brainstorm Productions Cheap Thrills 
29 May 
UNIBOUND Year 8 
ATO Visit 
30 May 
Widjabal Wiyabul Leadership Initiative 
UNIBOUND Year 8 
31 May 
River Rock Full Dress Rehearsal 
1 June 
Yes Program Ballina/Wollongbar TAFEs 

C A N T E E N  R O S T E R  
21 May   - Cathy Dosba 
22 May   - Help needed 
23 May   - Meryl Condon 
24 May   - Dorothy Tan 
25 May   - Help needed 

If you can help,  please phone 
Kathy Claydon on 6621 4890. 

 

To view The Rivers Secondary College 

SMORE newsletter go to 

 https://www.smore.com/1n9qd 

QUOTE OF  
THE DAY 

“ I f  you  be l i e ve  you  ca n  
do  a  th i ng  or  no t ,  you  

a re  r ig h t  “  
(He nry  Ford )  

 From the Canteen 
If anyone has an abundance of 
fresh fruit and would like to 
donate it to our Canteen, it 

would be greatly appreciated. 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/richmondriverhigh/posts/?ref=page_internal
https://www.smore.com/1n9qd


HSC EXAM READERS AND WRITERS  
We are looking for people who can act as a reader and writer for Year 12 students during Half Yearly 
Exams at the end of Term 1 and HSC Exams in Term 4, on a voluntary basis. You must have a cur-
rent working with children check number. To obtain this number visit                
https://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-organisations/working-with-children-check.   
Readers and writers require the following skills -  
 Ability to communicate clearly in English with sufficient literacy level 
 An understanding of subject(s) being examined 
 Clear, legible handwriting 
 Patience and sensitivity 
 Understanding of the need to maintain confidentiality and ability to do so. 
If interested please contact Susie Hancock- Learning & Support Teacher ph. 6621 3456 

Reminder - Drop off and pick up at back of school 
Parents who are dropping off or picking up their children before or after school are reminded to do 
this in the areas outside of the bus, taxi, disability parking, and no stopping zones at the front of the 
school. Suggested safe areas are the grassy tree-ed area outside the Ag Shed in Lake Street or near 
the shelter in McKenzie Park in Pitt Street, where there is a footpath to the school.  The other 
alternative is at the back gate of the school on Alexandra Parade. The safety of our students is 
paramount.  

School Stream App - Please download 
Reminder to our RRHC community that we use the School Stream App. Parents, 
carers and students, please download the app to your mobile device to receive 
notifications about assessments, newsletters, emergency information and more.  






