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Principal’s News 
Week 3 and the school is settled. Some excellent teaching and learning is occurring and the 
academic year is well and truly underway. Last Tuesday the school Strategic Direction Working 
Parties met for the first time this year and already there are some exciting plans emerging. There are 
three Strategic Directions in the 2018-2020 School Plan and within each of those Strategic Directions 
there are three Working Parties, and every teacher has elected a Working Party to join. 
We are lucky here at RRHC as we have the most amazing bunch of teachers! Not only do they care 
deeply about your student’s learning, but they also care deeply about school improvement, about 
innovative ideas, and ways that we as a professional group can move forward. We are indeed 
blessed. 
Strategic Direction Excellence in Learning ; Working Parties Differentiation, Student Growth  
        and Behaviour 
 

Strategic Direction Excellence in Teaching; Working Parties Feedback, Accreditation and   
        Expertise & Innovation 
 

Strategic Direction Excellence in Leading; Working Parties Instructional Leadership,   
        Community Engagement and Facilities 
 

Have a great week and have a look at these little pointers on communication around school with your 
teenager, there are some nice alternatives to ‘How was your day, such as - 
What made you smile today? 
Tell me something you know today that you didn’t know yesterday? 
What was the hardest rule to follow? 
What made your teacher smile today? 
If you could change one thing about your day what would it be? 
Mary-Jane Pell 
Principal 

Reminder - Drop off and pick up at back of school 
Parents who are dropping off or picking up their children before or after school are reminded to do this 
in the areas outside of the bus, taxi, disability parking, and no stopping zones at the front of the school. 
Suggested safe areas are the grassy tree-ed area outside the Ag Shed in Lake Street or near the 
shelter in McKenzie Park in Pitt Street, where there is a footpath to the school.  The other alternative is 
at the back gate of the school on Alexandra Parade. The safety of our students is paramount.  



Relieving Deputy Principal’s News 
What another wonderful week we have had at RRHC. Thursday saw the presentation of the 
Carr Legacy Scholarships for the 2017 HSC cohort, and badge presentation for the School 
Captains and Vice Captains 2018. Congratulations to all.  
 

As with any new year in a large school like ours some procedures need to be changed, and 
others revisited to be sure all students and their parents or carers are aware of RRHC 
expectations which all of our school community members should be familiar with. Below are 
the procedures for late arrivals and Sick Bay.  Following later in this week’s newsletter is 
Front Office procedures for payments. 

Procedures for Late Arrivals 
Please ensure that students arrive at school before Roll Call at 9.10 am. 
When your student is late: 

In cases of unavoidable lateness due to an unforseen event at home, parents/carers 
should provide a written note of explanation to the Front Office, or personally escort 
your student to the Front Office. 

Failure to follow the above process for late arrival to school will result in students being 
referred to the Deputy Principal who will contact parents/carers to clarify the legitimacy 
of the late arrival. 

When your student has an appointment or has to leave early: 
Where possible, organise appointments and other known events outside school hours. 
Sport is a compulsory part of school.  Appointments should be avoided during this time. 
Before Roll Call on the day of the appointment your student should present a note to the 

Front Office with the details of the early leave request.  Students will be issued with an 
Early Leavers Slip, which they will present to the Teacher in their class and then sign 
out at the Front Office before leaving. 

In unavoidable/emergency circumstances where your student may need to leave the 
school and a note has not been provided. You must collect the student personally from 
the Front Office. No student will be allowed to leave unaccompanied. 

Students should NEVER leave the grounds without following these procedures. 
 
Sick Bay 
Richmond River has limited facilities for students arriving at school with existing illness or 
injuries, which require treatment and close monitoring.  For this reason, we request that 
parents of sick students do not send them to school. Sick bay is for sick or injured students 
to be monitored until either parents or ambulance arrive to collect them or for a short break 
until they are ready to return to class. When students return to school after absence due to 
illness, a note should be given to the roll teacher or the office. 
 

Belinda Marr 
Relieving Deputy Principal 

The Rivers Secondary College - Richmond River High Campus uses 
STYMIE to support student wellbeing and to support direct action 
against bullying in our school. 
The program educates bystanders about their responsibilities and 
provides an online, independent reporting method, ensuring complete 
anonymity for students making notifications; creating a sense of safety in 
‘the crowd’. The use of Stymie will help change the ‘culture of 
acceptance’ of bullying behaviours. Students can access Stymie by 
going to    www.stymie.com.au  and   www.facebook.com/stymieau 



HSC EXAM READERS AND WRITERS  
We are looking for people who can act as a reader and writer for Year 12 students during Half 
Yearly Exams at the end of Term 1 and HSC Exams in Term 4, on a voluntary basis. You 
must have a current working with children check number. To obtain this number visit                       
https://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-organisations/working-with-children-check.  
Readers and writers require the following skills -  

Ability to communicate clearly in English with sufficient literacy level 
An understanding of subject(s) being examined 
Clear, legible handwriting 
Patience and sensitivity 
Understanding of the need to maintain confidentiality and ability to do so. 

If interested please contact Susie Hancock- Learning & Support Teacher ph. 6621 3456 

Year 7 Diaries 
Year 7 are participating in a study skills program this year. Each 
week they will look at different themes and strategies based 
around wellbeing and study techniques. They have also been 
provided with a diary to assist them with their organisational skills. 
Please ensure your child brings their diary to school each day so 
they can record any homework tasks, assessment tasks and any  
important events in them.  
Mrs Turner, Miss Mc Kinlay and Mrs Kelso  

School Leadership and Carr Legacy Scholarship     
Assembly 

The Carr Legacy Scholarship recipients have $10,000 to put towards their university study. 
Congratulations to Peter Mills, Ellen Welstead-Cloud, Ezra Margetts-Graham, Breanne Buckley 
and Georgia Marr. These scholarships are awarded on ATAR score and school citizenship. We 
acknowledge the generosity of this bequest to the school from the estate of Mr and Mrs Carr who  
were teachers at our school in the 1960s.  
 

Congratulations to our school leadership group, Captains – Lucas Mircev-Cox and Mary-Rose 
Macdonald, Vice Captains – Lachlan Wallace and Taylor Small, Junior Vice Captains – Elias 
Boomsma and Ninya Pflueger. They took the SRC Oath of Office in front of the Assembly, they are 
excellent role models for our students and we wish them well in their leadership roles for 2018. 



Student success  
Rugby 7's -  
Congratulations Tara 
for making the 2018 
North Coast Academy 
of Sport Rugby 7’s 
Squad. We wish you 
every success with 
your team. 

Welcome To Some New Staff 
Here are some of the new Staff to Richmond River 
High Campus. 
From left to right - 
Branston Brewer-Charles - Aboriginal  
 Education Officer 
Alice Hook - CAPA  
Debra Barron - PDHPE 

From the School Office 
Parent Payments 
Due to the new NSW public schools Finance System, schools are unable to hold any 
money overnight and so we do not have change for payments. 
If possible when making payments for your student, can you please provide the correct 
money. 
The new finance system no longer allows for credit card payments to be made over the 
phone or by writing credit card details on the bottom of notes. All credit card payments can 
be made online. 
The payment page is accessed from the front page of the school’s website by selecting              
$ Make a payment  
Items that can be paid include voluntary school contributions, subject contributions, major 
excursions and sport. There is also a category called Other - this is to cover items not 
covered in the previous headings. Other can be used to make a complete payment of a 
school invoice. 
When you access the $ Make a payment you must enter -  
• the students name, and 
• class and reference number OR 
• the students name, and 
• date of birth. 
These details are entered each time you make a payment as student information is not held 
within the payment system. There is an option to enter the Student Registration Number 
and Invoice number - these are not used at our school, please leave blank. 
This is a secure payment system hosted by Westpac to ensure that your credit/debit card 
details are captured in a secure manner, these details are not passed back to the school.  
You have the ability to check and change any details of the payment before the payment is 
processed. Receipts can be emailed and/or printed. 
Details of the payments are passed daily to the school where they will be receipted against 
your child’s account. As a receipt has been issued from the payment page a further receipt 
will not be issued by the school. 



Brainstorm Productions 

On Tuesday Years 10 and 11 explored 
issues around stress and anxiety, through 
Brainstorm Productions "Wired". This drama 
outlined where students can get help, ways 
of coping with stress and more. Well done to 
the performers and students as it was a very  
warm afternoon! 
Ellie Stinson 
Acting HT Learning Support and Welfare 

Assistive Technology  

This week all of Year 7 received an introduction on 
how to use the amazing software 'Read&Write Gold' 
which is available to all students across the school. 
Students were able to have a play with features 
including: having text read to them, picture 
dictionaries, word prediction, mind mapping and 
research highlighting. They enjoyed accessing 
information through a different format. 
Melinda Lynch 
Learning & Support Teacher 

Year 7 Japanese 
The second of February was 'Setsubun'. On this 
day in Japan, adults dress up as demons or 
devils and the children throw dried soybeans to 
scare the evil spirits away and welcome in 
prosperity for the new season. Year Seven have 
been learning about Japanese festivals and 
experienced Setsubun themselves!! 
Mr Dawson 
LOTE Teacher 



Advance Notice from Mrs Turner 
2018 Year 11 Snow Excursion 

Saturday 4 August - Friday 10 August 2018 
$970 Snowboarders and Skiers  

If students drop out, the cost will go up. A commitment to travel - I must book accommodation, bus and 
the ski package, so a strong commitment is needed once the deposit is paid. This is your payment 
schedule. You may pay it off sooner if you wish, but any missed payments will make your seat vacant. As 
with all typical holiday bookings they require advanced deposits and I must have genuine and committed 
travellers to secure accommodation, bus and the snow component. Failure to make regular and full 
payment as set out below prior to departure will exclude you from the excursion. If you withdraw you will 
lose your $100 deposit. 
$100 Deposit - Paid by Friday 2 March (Term 1, Week 5) 
Payment 2 - $270 - Paid by Friday 30 March (Term 1, Week 9) 
Payment 3 - $200 - Paid by Friday 4 May (Term 2, Week 1) 
Payment 4 - $200 - Paid by Friday 1 June (Term 2, Week 5) 
Final payment - $200 - Paid by Friday 29 June (Term 2, Week 9) 
NOTE: ALL PAYMENTS MUST BE FINALISED BY FRIDAY 29 JUNE 2018. 
Please also note the 6 July is the last day of school for Term 2 prior to the school holidays. We leave at 
the end of the second week back Term 3 and all monies must be finalised before the holidays. 
Emma Turner 
Snow Excursion Coordinator 

 

School Stream App - Please download 

Reminder to our RRHC community that we use the School Stream App. Parents, 
carers and students, please download the app to your mobile device to receive 
notifications about assessments, newsletters, emergency information and more.  



Breakfast Club 
Tuesday-Friday 

8.15-8.50am 
Chill Out Room 

All welcome 
No charge 

Breakfast Club 
Tuesday-Friday 

8.15-8.50am 
Chill Out Room 

All welcome 
No charge  

 Need someone to talk to? 
 CALL:  
 Kids HELPLINE    1800 551 800 
 Lismore HEADSPACE    6625 0200 
 Mental Health Line    1800 011 511 
 Beyond Blue    1300 789 978 



Please return vaccination forms as 
soon as possible 
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Canteen: 6621 4890 

We would like to respectfully acknowledge 
the Elders past and present of the Wijabul 
Wiyabal people and other peoples of 
Bundjalung Nation. We acknowledge that 
they are the first peoples of this land on 
which our school stands. 

 

To view all current events at  
Richmond River High Campus, please 

refer to our Facebook page at: 

 RRHC Facebook 
(you do not have to have an account on  

Facebook to access our page) 
Or alternatively go to our web site and click 

on the link at the bottom of the page. 
Please let us know if you have problems 

accessing it. 

C A L E N D A R  
2018 TERM 1 - Week 4B 

19 February 
SWIMMING CARNIVAL 
20 February 
Brisbane Broncos launch & Identity 
Workshop 
21 February 
22 February 
U15 Touch Football  
23 February 
 
TERM 1 - Week 5A 

26 February 
Year 11 Business Studies Field Trip 
27 February 
Year 5/6 Activity Day 
Year 9 Girls rYse Up Program 
University Roadshow @ LHC 
28 February 
1 March 
Year 7 Vaccinations 
2 March 
 

C A N T E E N  R O S T E R  
19February  - Help needed 
20February -  Help needed 
21 February - Meryl Condon 
22 February - Dorothy Tan 
23 February - Help needed 

If you can help,  please phone 
Kathy Claydon on 6621 4890. 

 From the Canteen 
If anyone has an abundance of 
fresh fruit and would like to 
donate it to our Canteen, it 

would be greatly appreciated. 

 

To view The Rivers Secondary College 

SMORE newsletter go to 

 https://www.smore.com/1n9qd 

QUOTE OF  THE 
DAY 

“ The  be s t  par t  abou t  l i f e ?  
Ev e ry  morn ing  you  have  a  new  

oppor tun i t y  to  be come  a  
ha pp ie r  ve rs ion  o f  yourse l f ”  

( Un k now n)  

https://www.facebook.com/richmondriverhigh/


Sat 10th & 17th Feb 10am-1pm  
At South Lismore Celtic FC club house -  

2 Caniaba St, South Lismore 
Free for entry level kids 5-7 when using your   

active kids voucher  
More info contact Sally - 0403791566 

JUST DANCE & CHEER (JDC) are celebrating 10yrs in 
2018! 

Allstar Cheer, Tumble & Dance classes have resumed in 
Woodburn, Coraki, Casino & now Goonellabah! 
For further info contact Tammy Tuck on 0409822565 or visit 
www.facebook.com/JustDanceRV/ 



Lismore & Villages 2018 Relay For Life 

The Lismore & Villages 2018 Relay For Life 
kicks off in less than two months’ time and the 
local organising committee are gearing up for this 
to be the biggest and best yet! The Relay will be 
held at the Southern Cross University Campus, 
Lismore from 3pm Saturday 17 March to      
9am Sunday 18 March 2018. 
 

Relay For Life is a fun, outdoor, overnight community event where teams take turns to walk, run or even 
dance around the track to honour the lives of people touched by cancer.  The event brings the whole 
community together for a night of celebration and remembrance. 
 

Relay For Life is only held in Lismore every two years so now is the time to get involved or you will have to 
wait until 2020!  

If you are interested in registering in the 2018 Lismore & Villages Relay For Life, Cancer Council 
NSW have a special one off discount on offer from the 14 to the 21 of February. For this week 
only, registrations are only $10 per person. Your registration includes a free cotton Relay For 
Life shirt, a camping spot and a free breakfast! To access this discount simply use the code 
‘lismore’ when you sign up at www.relayforlife.org.au/lismore 
 

For further details about Cancer Council NSW or the 2018 Lismore & Villages Relay For Life, please 
contact Kate McBride at Cancer Council NSW on 6639 1303 or Kate.McBride@nswcc.org.au or go to   
relayforlife.org.au/lismore. 

Marist Bros Junior Rugby League 
U14 & U16 Girls Tag Teams 

Sign on day Saturday 17 February at 
The Heights Sports and Recreation Club 
For more information go the the Northern 
Star link - https://www.northernstar.com.au/
news/girls-prefer-sport-to-sitting-on-the-
sidelines/3335808/ 


